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PD-119 

OGATA Taketora, President of the Liberal Party, stated the following views 

regarding the political situation on 26 July 1955 * 

a. HATOIAMA Ichiro has reversed his decision to retire as Prime Minister 
this year and to back the conservative political merger; he Is now 
atteeptlng to retain control of the political situation* gflHI Hobusuke, 
Secretary General of the Democratic Party, end KXKI Bukichi, Chairman of 
the Democratic Party executive Board, are sincere In their desire for 
the verger and are working to bring It about; but MIKI is becoming cool 
toward the verger because of the activities of Agriculture and Forestry 
Minister KDHO Ichiro, who has risen to be de facto Deputy Prlne Minister 
and is blocking the verger, which would threaten bis power. KOBO has 
split with MIKX and now controls HATOIAMA, whom he is advising to stay 

in power until the 1956 budget is passed. KXKX is losing influence. 

b. The Democratic members of the four -men conference which Is planning the 
merger cannot enforce the compliance of their party meabera with the 
decisions of the conference. Hence the Liberals are forced to return 
to an independent position. The result way well be a Diet dissolution, 
which would benefit only the Socialists. HATOIAMA thinks he is still 
popular, but OGATA thicks the people are tired of HATOIAMA' s vacillation. 
The Liberals will fight against dissolution of the Diet. 

c. HATOIAMA tony announce publicly, in September of October, bis decision 
not to retire. If he does so, the Liberals will split with the Demo- 
crats and an election will follow in January or February 1956. 

d. KQHO argues that the Democrats should continue the London negotiations 
with the Soviets as long as possible, and he puts this ahead of the 
conservative merger since the possibility of success at London would 
keep the Democrats in power. KOBO' s projected trip abroad is really 
to see MATSDHOTO Shunichl, chief delegate* to the Japanes^-^pyiet 

S-B-C -R-B-T ! V ‘'TTfP 



STATE j 


*1 ■»**».. 


T~X 1 navy ] X T 


won nwwuii 1 WVIUM W 

Alt \ X 1 «» 1 1 Ate I I 


:t :."jsis:rr“ 








(Nalti WatMnglca dUtribvtlon Indicated by "* 


:"{ Plaid dlitributlen by ■ 



INFORMATION REPO R' I INFORMATION REPOR 



EE 




S*/ETi 


' R x 




PE 




W 


m 


1 x 




HE 




w 


H ' 


l 




se 




10 


I 


! 



CRIMES disclosure act 



;a 



( >-3809 

ip gd&3 

by the Centra 
' T Date: cA 



proved for Release 
elligence Agency 






S -E -C -R ~E »T 

noforn/no dissem abroad/continued control 
- 2 - 



CSDB -35290 



negotiations, and instruct him to keep the negotiations going* 1 KONO 
Is interested only in power, and not in the national interests. 

e. The Soviet bloc seems to be working to keep a weak government in 
office in Japan. The Communists are making overtures to well-known 
conservatives such as KVHARA Fusnnosuke, HIRATSUKA Tsunejiro, and 
KITAMURA in an attempt to split the Japanese conservatives- 2 In- 
dividuals such as NAMBAKA Shlgeru and OUCHI flyoe help this effort; 
as writers, when they return from the USSR they will write what they 
think will sell. 3 



Washington Comments 

1. In replying to a question in the Diet on 21 July, KONO stated that he 
was planning to visit Creat Britain in order to study export markets 
for canned fish. 

2. KUHARA, a famous prewar rightist, is now president of the National 
Council for the Restoration of Diplomatic Relations with China and the 
USSR; HIRATSUKA is president of the Japan Fisheries Association and a 
Democratic Diet member from the Third District, Hokkaido; KITAMURA is 
probably KITAMURA Tokutaro, former Progressive Party member and now a 
Democratic Diet member from the Second District, Nagasaki Prefecture. 

3. NAMBARA. a former president of Tokyo University, was reported by Kyodo 
News Agency to have reached Peiping on 6 June 1955 from Moscow after 
completing a one -month tour of the USSR as a member of a 15-man scientific 
mission headed by Dr. KAXA Seiji, chairman of the Japan Council of Sciences. 
While in Peiping NAMBARA and CUCEX. who is President of Hosel University, 
had a meeting with CHOU En-lai. 
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